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nishcd a part, or tho whole of tlio “ disproportion” claimed n9 necessary. 
It was not ns excessive as sometimes noticed where the evil has been 
ovcrcomo without great difficulty, and yet its action alone was, probably, 
inadequate to tho result. 

As to tho thinning of tho cervix by the force of labour, in this case 
the stress, violence, and continuance of tho latter wero entirely inadequate 
to produce so gravo a pathological condition. Very probably such thin¬ 
ning existed, but it must have originated prior to labour. Besides, wo 
are often informed of cases where tho rupture occurred iu tho “ fundus,” 
or “ body,” of the uterus, ns shown by the autopsies. 

As a practical appreciation of the foregoing, may we not deduco tho 
principle, that “anterior obliquity” may constitute, in certain relations, 
a moro serious obstacle to delivery than is usually taught, or believed ? 


Art. X.— A Case of Splenic Leucocylhoimia, exhibiting marked tempo* 
rang improvement. By F. 0. Curtis, M.l)., of Albany, N. Y. • 

Tiie following enso of nil uncommon disenso presents somo unusual 
symptoms which render it of sufficient interest to bo placed on record:— 

The patient, Daniel W., aged 39, a native of Albany, a fish-curcr, with 
a family history clear with the exception of rheumatism, had an attack of 
rheumatism himself at the ago of sixteen, and again another a year later. 
No heart complications wero noted. With this exception lie had always 
been healthy. At the age of eighteen ho went West, and for four years 
was in the region of tho Mississippi, up and down tho river, much of tho 
time in malarial districts, lmt, ns far ns ho knew, never was affected with 
any malarial disease. His early life was rather irregular, but for a number 
of years he has been a sober, quiet, domestic man. 

Four years ago he began to have night-sweats, which continued up to 
the advent of moro urgent symptoms, within a year, with considerable 
constancy. Sweating took plnco almost every night, and was often very 
profuse. His skin became sallow, and he rather lost strength, although 
able to work until within a year of his death. He was of spare habit, 
and did not emaciate then or subsequently to any marked degree. Ilia 
appetite was variable, but fair. IIo applied for relief of his night-sweats, 
and tho usual round of remedies was tried, all having a temporary effect, 
and all failing eventually. Thoro was no material change in his symp¬ 
toms until a year previous to his death. Then ho began to experience a 
dull, heavy feeling in tho left hypochondriac region, increased by lying on 
the left side. (Edema of the feet also come on, In March, 1876, a pro¬ 
trusion of the cartilages of left lower ribs was noticed, and in May this 
grew so marked that he come to tho office for examination. It was found 
that this side of tho abdomen was occupied by a smooth mass, reaching 
fully to tho median lino at tho umbilicus, the edgo being sharply defined, 
and rounding off below into tho pelvis, tho upper limit being found by 
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percussion to reach about to tho sixth rib. The outline of tho tumour 
was quite appreciable on inspection alone, the abdominal walls being thin. 
There was no tenderness on pressuro over the mass, and its surface was 
perfectly smooth. The lymphatic glands were nowhere enlarged. Exami¬ 
nation of the blood microscopically showed tho number of white blood* 
corpuscles to be largely increased. 

Various remedies were tried. In addition to a general tonic, qninia, 
which had been given previously for night-sweats,'was resorted to in largo 
doses, also in combination with arsenic; and, finally, iodido of potassium 
in 6-grain doses in a bark and iron mixture, a mcrcurinl plaster being 
applied over the enlarged organ. Under this last combination a slight 
diminution in the size of the spleen took place. 

Early in July a new symptom set in ; ho began to experience dizziness, 
which lasted until ho took to his bed. He walked with his legs apart, 
and with a groping gait, and had to use a cano to steady himself. When 
sitting down, and with everything quiet about him, this feeling entirely 
disappeared; but if objects about him were in motion, ns when riding in 
a horse-ear, ho “ felt as if everything was turning upside down.” 

lie continued about until October, feeling fairly comfortable, somewhat 
asthenic, not much emaciated, and without marked cachectic appearance. 
Thero wns a tendency to diarrhoea, especially after an acute attack of that 
disease in July. Dyspncca was not noted. At tho end of October ho 
was taken with a profuse diarrhoea. IIo kept about for a week, and was 
then obliged to take to his bed, bronchitis nnd congestion of the lower 
portion of both lungs also coming on. No ordinary means served to check 
the diarrhoea, which averaged eight or ten semifluid stools per diem; nnd 
when the number of passages was diminished, ho invariably felt worse. 
His pulmonary symptoms soon became urgent. Dyspnoea grow marked; 
auscultation showed congestion, and probably oedema of both lower lobes 
of tho lungs, These urgent symptoms were relieved by direct treatment in 
a mensure. IIo was put upon tho use of cod-liver oil, which ho assimi¬ 
lated readily. Quinia and strychnia, with a bitter tonic, wero also given. 
Iron, which wns repeatedly tried, he could not bear. His symptoms all 
gradually improved, and toward the end of November the most remarkable 
fact connected with this case became apparent—the spleen began to lapidly 
diminish in size. Its edge, which renclied a little beyond the median line 
at the umbilicus, receded till it was four inches to the left. It stopped at 
this point, nnd grew no smaller; neither did it again increase materially 
at any time, tho edge being occasionally about half an inch nearer the 
median line; but care wns necessary to put him in a uniform position, ns 
the mass wns movable, nnd could bo lifted considerably to the right. The 
lower edge also came up out of the pelvis gradually nnd steadily. This 
diminution I am disposed to attribute mainly to the watery diarrhoea; 
perhaps in a mensure also to the cod-liver oil, which was given not only 
ns a nutrient, but witli a view also to the property that lias been ascribed 
to it of increasing the number of the red hlood-glohules. His general con¬ 
dition gradually improved from the low state he wns in during November, 
nnd he gained in strength so ns to be able to sit up most of tho day. His 
tongue was lightly coated, but was over-moist, almost dripping—or, if I 
should invent a suggestive term for this condition, which is not uncom¬ 
monly met with, and which I have learned indicates a state of very poor 
physical r» action—I would call it a “dog’s tongue.” It is seen in tho 
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hitter stages of organic diseases, mid in some prolonged malaria! fevers. 
The pulse was uniformly between 80 and 90; respiration 24. 

After two attacks of venous thrombosis in December, ho rallied very 
well, and made stendy improvement in every respect, even ns regards the 
size of the spleen, until the middle of January. Hut it is not my fortune 
to place on record the first case of recovery from leucocy tlnemin. Ho was 
taken January 17, with chill mid pain in the right side, with dyspnten; 
and I found the pleura half filled with serum. This increased rapidly; 
orthopncea and sleeplessness exhausted him completely, and ho died ten 
days after the onset of tho pleuritic attack. 

An autopsy was mode tho day following his death. Tho right pleura 
was found fiflcd with serum; lung flattened and collapsed. There were 
shreds of fresh lymph on the pleura. The pericardium was adherent to 
the heart, Tho right side of the heart was filled with clotted blood, which 
may ho described as of a raspberry-chocolate colour. Tho veins and 
venous cavities throughout tho body showed tin's snmo curiously tinged, 
dotted blood; excepting 6omc small veins which were filled with casts of a 
white colour, and very firm, a knot of them having quite tho appearance 
of a bunch of worms. The heart was enlarged; the mitral valves were 
thickened ; tho aortic valves atheromatous, with points of calcification- 
spots of the same being also found on the aorta. 

Tho spleen was adherent to tho liver and other surrounding organs. 
Its capsule was thickened. It weighed nbout six pounds, nud niensiued in 
its long diameter ten inches; transversely, seven and a lmlf inches; and 
the thickness wan five inches. As already mentioned, it had been much 
larger than this, but oven such a magnitude is greater than occasionally 
reported. The notch was preserved; its tissue was hnrd mid firm. Alco¬ 
hol failed to preserve it, so unfortunately no microscopical examination 

was made. , , , , . , 

The liver was also much enlarged, being eleven Inches long, ten inches 
wide, and fivo nud a half inches thick. It was apparently fatty. 

The kidneys were large and white, linving a thin cortical portion and a 
congested appearance of the pyramids, although the urino on examina¬ 
tion during lifo was normal, except that it contained constantly the usual 
large amount of amorphous urates. Tliero was no enlargement of any of 

the lymphatic glnuds. . 

Tho blood, about which the diagnosis of this enso turns, was examined 
several times Irefuro death by myself and others. All specimens con¬ 
tained lnrge colourless corpuscles in very greatly increased numbers. Dr. 
E. K. Hun snid that, in a specimen which lie examined, there were fields 
in which hardly a red globulo could bo seen. I am indebted to him for 
Bending a specimen of the post-mortem blood to Dr. Jos. G. Richardson, 
of Philadelphia, who examined it with interest, and lias very kindly re¬ 
ported to mo tho results of his investigations. He writes:--- 

“The specimen of blood from your enso Bcut mo by my friend, Dr. K. R. 
Ilun, is very mnrkerlly lcucocytlimmic, the estimated proportion ot white to 
red corpuscles being ns 1 to 2. instead of L to 335 (the ratio given by elcker 
in Strieker’s Handbook). The method of enumeration I adopted was n plan ot 
my own, although, I dare say.it may have previously occurred to other ob¬ 
servers, viz., simply to spread out the blood in very thin layers upon a slido 
and allow it to dry; then, selecting suitable fields which were not too crowded, 
put on the cobweb micrometer eye-piece, and, adjusting the threads so ns to 
cut off convenient spaces, count the red disks and white corpuscles respectively 
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io cacti. By this plan any error from motion of tbo corpuscles is, of course, 
obviated. 

“It may be worthy of note that the white globules in this specimen were 
unusually large, ten in a group which were measured averaging jA- of an 
inch, anil one attaining the enormous magnitude of of an inch. This 
peculiarity ns to size of these corpuscles has been observed to sometimes 
occur by Professor E. Wagner, who mentions it in his Manual of General 
Pathology, page 546, American translation. Of course, this iinmenso enlarge¬ 
ment may not have existed during life, and been merely connected with some 
post-mortem change in the liquor sanguinis, although my impression is that 
such was not the case.’' 

In connection with this Inst statement, Dr. Richardson refers to tin 
experiment, detailed on page 5 of his lecture on the Nature of the Salivary 
Globules and their Identity with the Whito Blood Corpuscles, which 
showed that, by diluting tho serum of the blood by tho aid of a filament 
of thread passing from a reservoir of fresh water to the covering glass 
under tho microscope, a whito corpusclo was seen to “ gradually expand, 
displaying its delicate wall, with two rounded nuclei; then, after acquiring 
tho magnitude of 17 } 0XS of an inch, it exhibited the rapid and incessant 
movement of its contained molecules; and finally, when its diameter 
reached about T ^ 00 of an inch, it burst suddenly, discharging a portion of 
its contents. 1 * 

In tbo specimens which I examined, taken during life, tho proportion 
of white to red corpuscles was apparent!;. uj-;%h greater than that found 
by Dr. Richardson in tho partly coagulat* ! post-mortem blood, although 
no systematic counting was attempted. 

I will do no more than conclude the simplo detail of this caso with a 
brief allusion to its more salient peculiarities. A very instructive analysis 
of a number of cases, by Dr. Edward G. Janeway, has not long sinco appeared 
in certain issues of the New York Medical Record; and I offer this ns a 
contribution to tho fund of cases from which such general fuels are drawn. 

A slight diminution in the sizo of the spleen followed the exhibition of 
iodide of potassium, but thero was no history of syphilis. 

Giddiness was a symptom peculiar to this patient, for I find no allusion 
to it by any author. It was very marked and persistent, not merely tho 
result of a me min, but evidently duo to disturbance of brain function. 

Tho rapid and very considerable diminution in size of tho spleen is a 
noteworthy fact in this case. Occurring after very free diarrhoea suggests 
the idea that it was brought about in a measure thereby, especially as 
checking this was invariably followed by unpleasant symptoms. 

Observation of this diseaso does not appear to have thrown much light 
upon tho physiology of the spleen. Tho great objection to tbo theories 
both of Virchow and Bennett, that destruction of red blood disks or tho 
manufacture of whito ones in excess results from hypertrophy of this 
organ, exists in the fact that hypertrophy very frequently takes place 
without corresponding blood change. Spleenotomy, moreover, is demo 
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with impunity to dogs; and more or less complete removal of the spleen 
has been performed in man with success, M. Plan, in 1867, having re¬ 
moved the entiro organ without ill result in a supposed caso of ovarian 
tumour, which proved to be a large cyst of the spleen, These facts show 
that wo have no definite knowledge of any important function of the 
spleen, and that we have no satisfactory data thus far whereby to deter¬ 
mine the essential nature of a malady which, when of tho splenic form, 
appears at first thought to bo a functional disease of this organ. 


Art. XI. — A Case of Dislocation of both Hips. By J. B. Crawford, 
M.i)., of Wilkesbarrc, Pa. (With a wood-cut,) 

On July 13, 1876, I was called, by a physician of this city, to seo 
Thomas Jones, a largo and powerful man, nged about thirty years, who 
had been injured four or five hours previously whilo working in a coal 
mine, by a mass of rock from the roof of the mino falling upon him. 

Upon examination, we found a dislocation of both hips ; the head of tho 
right femur resting upon the dorsum of the 
ilium, tho leg flexed upon the thigh, the kneo 
lying upon the lower portion of tho opposito 
femur, and the toes turned strongly inwards. 

The head of tho left femur was displaced 
in a somewhat different manner, the head 
being in the fschfatfc notch. The limb was 
nearly straight, tho thigh being hut slightly 
flexed upon the body, the knee nearly un¬ 
bent, and the toes inverted. The accom¬ 
panying sketch shows a pretty correct repre¬ 
sentation of tho appearances presented. 

There was inability to move either limb. 

The lower portion of the spine was strongly 
arched. The amount of shortening of either 
limb could not be ascertained, ns measure¬ 
ment was not available. Tho amount of 
deformity of either hip was less conspicuous 
than is usual in single dislocations of tho 
same kind. 

The patient was thoroughly anesthetized, 
and the reduction effected by manipulation. 

First flexing tho left leg upon tho thigh and 
tho thigh upon tho pelvis, I pressed tho 
thigh obliquely across the abdomen, at tho 
same time rotating tho femur, using tho leg 
as a lever, and then carrying the knee across 
to the left side, lifted the thigh to a right 
angle with tho body, and made moderate ver¬ 
tical traction. I felt a sudden releasing of 




